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'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

June 24,2021
Honorable Alfred Ada
Commissioner of Education
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Public School System
PO. Box 501370 CK
Saipan, Northem Mariana Islands 96950
Dear Commissioner Ada

Tam witng to advise you of the U. . Department of Education’s (Department) 2021
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under section 616 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The
Department has determined that the Commonvwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands needs
assistance in implementing the requirements of Part B of the IDEA. This determination is based
on the totality of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands data and information.
including the Federal fiscal year (FFY) 2019 State Performance Plan/Annual Performanc:

Report (SPP/APR). other Entity-reported data, and other publicly available information.

With the FFY 2019 SPP/APR submission, the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)
requested that States and Entities report whether and how the data collection for any indicator
was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically. OSEP requested that States and Entities
include in the narrative for each impacted indicator: (1) the impact on data completeness.
validity. and/or reliability for the indicator: (2) an explanation of how COVID-19 specifically
impacted the State’s or Entity’s ability to collect and verify the data for the indicator: and (3) any
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